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WHY SUPPORT OUR ANNUAL FUND?
by Mary Schmidt

It is a privilege for me to write about our annual fund which supports many 
events and programs across our regional church.  

Over the years as I served as a youth minister, a pastor, or a director of Christian 
education, I relied heavily on assistance from our regional staff. I was never 
disappointed as I called for materials, program ideas or a staff person to add their 
special expertise to a project.

The region leads our camping program and offers great leadership in spiritual 
retreats, DWF events and DMF gatherings. Too, we rely on regional staff for our 
district, regional, and general assemblies. Organization is a must in all the region 
does and I have been the recipient of wonderful help as I worked with a selection 
committee recently for our region.

What would we do without assistance in searching for and calling a new 
minister? Regional staff members give us lists of prospects and counsel us on 
many issues at a time of pastoral transitions. Our smaller churches beneýt from 
well-trained lay pastors and the region provides us with good information as we 
search for such a pastor.

Many of us have been involved in ýnancial campaigns and are blessed to have 
guidelines in place and suggestions we can use to bring about success. It is a real 
blessing to have assistance in these areas without being pushed in a direction we 
don’t care to go.   

Best of all, when you give to our annual fund, 100% of our offerings support day- 
to-day ministries in our region. Without our annual fund, many of the events and 
programs simply could not happen in Kansas.  

I hope as you read this you will encourage your congregation to give generously 
to this fund. We all know money is not þoating around us waiting to be picked out 
of the air. Things worth doing usually require effort. Maybe the greatest effort you 
can give is to talk about this in your church. Our region deserves our attention. 
They give more than 100% for us. 

Mary Schmidt lives in Topeka where she is a past member of First Christian 
Church. She chairs the Kansas Bible Chair Task Force.

Amy Gopp is the director of our Week of Compassion ministry. This is taken from 
her most recent update available at press time. For more information visit www.
weekofcompassion.org. 

Through the largest global alliance of Christian 
humanitarian agencies, Action by Churches Together 
(ACT), your generous gifts to Week of Compassion 
are already at work in Haiti. ACT Alliance members, 
including Church World Service (CWS), are getting 
food, temporary shelter, water cleaning materials and 
expertise to the Haitian capital.   
  Prospery Raymond, country manager for ACT 
member Christian Aid, reports there may not be 
enough food in the country to last more than a few 

days. Streets are still thronged with homeless people, walking hours to ýnd food 
and water. Major damage has been done to water, electricity and road systems, and 
the airport in Port-au-Prince.

Week of Compassion is grateful for our partners in the ACT Alliance. Currently, 
four member church agencies are working in Haiti:
·	 Christian Aid sent a medical team and is distributing food, tents, blankets, 

hygiene kits, jerry cans and water puriýers to 15,000 people in eight communities, 
targeting areas getting little help from other agencies. CA hopes to bring food 
from Haiti markets if possible; other items will need to come in from outside. 
The Haiti team is coordinating with colleagues in Dominican Republic to obtain 
materials there when possible.
·	 Lutheran World Federation is constructing a camp for ACT members. 

Cooking facilities and internet connection are good; water supply is problematic.     
·	 Diakonie Katastrophenhilfe will deliver 15 tons of food relief together 

with Caritas Germany, and Lutheran World Relief will send food products.
·	 Church World Service and Christian Aid ofýces are a base for receiving 

emergency items.   
·	 Norwegian Church Aid is prioritizing water sanitation equipment 

and psychosocial work. They sent water engineers, a communicator and a 
logistician. Two Norwegian advisors with expertise in gender and children’s 
protection are also going.

Buildings continue to collapse. Rain has compounded the situation of the million 
people without shelter. The Dominican Republic border remains insecure. Health 
risks are getting serious. Other towns are also badly affected and many areas 
outside Port-au-Prince remain unexplored. A number of staff from ACT agencies 
are not accounted for—we are still searching for them since the earthquake.     
  The United Nations has appealed for $562 million intended to help three million 
people for six months. Secretary General Ban Ki-moon describes the situation 
as one of the worst humanitarian crises in decades. The number of dead is still 
unknown, with estimates from 50,000 to 200,000.  
  In the midst of this horriýc tragedy, we are already there, thanks to our amazing 
partnerships. We are not helpless. Together, we can do much. God is there, 
too—even in the rubble. Let us keep the faith. Thank you for your courageous 

1.	  Continue to donate. Week of Compassion has vast response capacity that 
has stood the test of time. Your dollars are effective and 100% of your designated 
gift is used for Haiti relief.

2.	 Assemble and send relief kits. Hygiene kits and baby kits are 
urgently needed, and the current stock has been sent already. Visit www.
churchworldservice.org for items needed. 

3.	 Pray for those affected by the disaster and for those who are helping. 
4.	 If you do not already receive Week of Compassion updates, sign up at 

www.weekofcompassion.org. 

When an emergency such as the Haiti earthquake grabs headlines, it can be easy 
to overlook the action that made possible our immediate response—which was 
already working in Haiti before earthquake-response dollars could be gathered. 

When you generously support the annual Week of Compassion offering with 
undesignated gifts, your dollars are in reserve, ready for immediate response when 
the next disaster happens. Preparedness helps us reach out quickly when people 
are hurting. 

 Resources for the Week of Compassion Special Day offering are available at 
www.weekofcompassion.org.

Week of Compassion Feb. 21 - 28

YOUR GIFTS AT WORK IN HAITI

You Can Do More:
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Peace Offerings  
                            Paxton Jones, Regional Minister

 As I write these words, it is 
Epiphany—January 6th—literally the 
Twelfth Day of Christmas. Tradition 
says that on this date the Wise Men 
arrived in Bethlehem from the East, 
from whence they had seen and 
followed the Natal Star, and here 
presented luxurious gifts to the Christ 
Child, the Newborn King.

 Why is it, I wonder, that so many 
of us compress the Christmas Story 
into a single day or event instead of 
spreading it out across the Twelve 
Days of Christmas as we the Church 
once did? Why can’t we remember 
that in the biblical accounts of Jesus’ 
birth, Matthew didn’t forget to 
include the shepherds nor Luke the 
Magi, but rather the visitations of 
the angels, shepherds and Wise Men 
were separate events? Yet I’d wager 
that in nearly all of our congregations 
the Nativity scenes depicted all three 
happening together.

 Me? I like to spread Christmas out, 
make it last as long as possible. Our 
tree goes up by the ýrst Sunday of 
Advent, and each night thereafter I 
spend time right before bed sitting in 
the room, brightened only by the glow 
of the lighted tree, contemplating its 
various ornaments, the memories 
tied to each, and remembering … 
remembering family, and friends, and 
the fundamental Truth of Christmas. 
Night after night I marvel at the 
presents collecting under the tree, at 
the love that spurs such generosity, at 

the blessings God has bestowed on us 
all—and I give thanks.

 Nor has this nightly ritual stopped 
now that the space beneath the 
tree sits empty; only the focus has 
changed—from remembering to 
rejoicing. I am not put off, as so 
many columnists seem to be this 
week, by what they describe as “the 
sad emptiness of putting Christmas 
away.” Put it away? How does one 
“put away” Jesus if, as we claim, we 
are his disciples? We may indeed put 
away the “trappings” of Christmas 
… even I will unplug the lights, take 
down the ornaments, and put my tree 
away … but put away Christmas and 
God’s Precious Gift? It cannot be done!

 As Ann Weems reminds through 
her poetry in Kneeling in Bethlehem, 
the world may complain that 
Christmas doesn’t last but the angels, 
the shepherds and, I dare say, the 
Wise Men went back singing praises 
to God! Me, too! Me, too—for friends 
and colleagues and faithful sojourners 
in this faith-ýlled journey we share. 
What about you?  

	 Grace and peace,		
		  Paxton

Why We Won’t “Hire” a Minister!

In response to news of the drastic 
shortfall in Disciples Mission 
Fund giving within the Region, 
the First Christian Churches in 
Goodland and in Atchison issued 
ýnancial challenges to their partner 
congregations in Kansas to make 
over-and-above gifts to DMF to 
help reduce the deýcit. A number 
of you accepted their challenges! 
Identiýable special or extra gifts for 
the Disciples Mission Fund came in 
from congregations and/or individuals 
in Atchison, Atwood, Goodland, 
Hiawatha, Lakin, Marysville and 
Topeka, and many additional gifts 
were directed to the Annual Fund. 
The resulting DMF offering in 
December totaled $64,943.20—by far 
our largest monthly receipts of 2009!

We believe that there may have 
been more challenge response gifts 
that were not identiýed as such. We 
are deeply, deeply grateful for your 
generosity.  God bless you, everyone!

Challenges Issued, 
Met
by Paxton Jones

James 3:6 says, ñThe tongue is a ýre.ò The third chapter could be summarized, 
ñWords are þames. Be careful how you use them because even one wrong word 
can confuse or even change what you intend.” 

Hire is such a word. When a search committee “hires” a preacher, it creates a 
dangerous mindset for its congregation which can lead to a devastating end. 

Our society has adopted a hireling mentality. We want to hire someone for each 
task. To hire someone to do the congregation’s ministry is to create an expectation 
that the minister hired will do the ministry of the congregation. It also creates an 
expectation that the members will pay for that ministry, and that is all they will do.

The hireling minister becomes not a servant or a leader of the people, but an 
employee who is told what to do and made to do it. The minister becomes solely 
responsible if the congregation declines in numbers or ýnances. This is contrary to 
the biblical description of ministry in general and ministers speciýcally, especially 
those in I Timothy 3 & 4 and Ephesians 4. For these reasons and others, please 
eliminate “hire” from the search committee’s vocabulary.

We will CALL a Minister instead!
The search committee must engage in a process of calling the next settled 

minister. A “call” is a covenant between congregation, minister and God, for that 
minister to serve and lead that congregation. 

The search committee must ýrst ask, ñWhat does God want this congregation to 
be about?” Once they have established their mission, the search committee must 
then ask, “Who can best lead us to accomplish that mission and ministry?” 

The search committee will then prayerfully engage in reading proýles, checking 
references, conducting interviews, and doing the background study to discern 
what person God is preparing to be their next pastor. 

As a called pastor, the minister is called to do her/his personal ministry, and 
to empower and resource the congregation in carrying out their individual and 
corporate mission and ministry. A partnership is created between God, the 
minister and the congregation--not an employee-employer relationship. 

In a call, the minister commits to answer the still, small, prophetic voice of God, 
and to serve the people. The congregation commits to follow the leadership of the 
minister and to do their own ministry for God. Both are full partners in seeing that 
the mission and ministry are accomplished.
  The pastor is trained and leads the work, and is the spiritual mentor. The congre-
gation, especially elders, also have responsibilities. It is not a one-person show! 
It is the corporate responsibility of the community of faith to serve, proclaim and 
bring glory to God!
  May God guide you as you search for the person who God wants as your congre-
gation’s next pastor. 
 Edited from a similar article from the Capital Area Region of the Christian Church.



3 Kansas Messenger
 February 2010

The Church Beyond Our Borders
~~  from our Global Mission Partner  ~~

 Nurturing Your Spirit
                                                                        by Jean Vaughn

“The Israelites ate manna forty years, until they came to a habitable land; 
they ate manna until they came to the border of the land of Canaan.” Ex. 16:35

 
 It took the Israelites forty years to learn to depend on God. We read that 

story of their wanderings and shake our heads in dismay. They could have 
made the trek from Egypt to Canaan in four days, but they wouldn’t have 
learned anything except to brag: “Look what I did!”  

 It takes at least forty years for most of us to learn to depend on God. Seems 
like I learn my lesson, then the ýrst thing I know Iôve quit depending on God 
and started depending on myself. It never works; it’s taken a lot more than 
forty years to realize I can’t do anything well by myself. When I say, “OK, 
God, I am weak,” then God says, “OK, Jean. Now I can do it. Depend on me.”  

 The Israelites had to learn this lesson. Remember when they gathered manna 
for the next day? Resourceful, they thought--but the manna spoiled. God said, 
“Don’t depend on your effort. Depend on me. I’ll replenish every day.”

  God wants us to trust, obey, be faithful, follow him, depend on him. When 
we think we don’t need God and act like a two year old (I can do it myself!), 
we fail. Paul said that when he is weak, he is strong because then the power of 
Christ may dwell in him. (2 Cor. 12:1-10.)

 Prayer thought: Help me to know as Paul did, that when I am weak and 
depend on God, then God is strong.

Greetings from Guatemala!
I pray that this ýnds your families safe and healthy; as we remember and pray 

for our Haitian brothers and sisters who have been devastated by the recent 
earthquake, and for their US friends and families. 

Last time I wrote a proýle of Guatemala so those of you who may not be familiar 
with the country can have a better sense of its history. I mentioned a little about 
what Critical Presence means for Global Ministries and for each of our partners in 
the countries where we serve. 

I serve with the partner organization Guatemalan Cultural Action—ACG—in 
Guatemala. In my next article I will explain how Critical Presence is relevant in 
the work I do here.  

ACG was founded in August 1989 under the name Guatemalan Christian Action. 
ACG began working with communities in the highland region of Guatemala, 
the departments or states of Quiché, Alta Verapaz, and Huehuetenango. The 
United Nations considered these areas to be the most socially excluded states in 
the Country, meaning they lacked access to social programs such as schools and 
healthcare. Personally, I believe that this social exclusion is not due to remoteness, 
but to the fact that these states have the highest number of indigenous populations 
who are the most discriminated against, and who were the most affected by the 36 
year old armed conþict which ended in 1996.  

At its founding, ACG ś purpose was to oversee peace and justice in Guatemala 
and ask the national authorities to cease the internal war within its territories. Upon 
signing of the Peace Accords in 1996, ACG saw the need to work with its member 
communities which are among the most distant and abandoned communities.  

Currently, ACG includes peasant men and women from refugee communities 
living in Mexico in UN-sponsored refugee camps, and non combatant communities 
in resistance who remained in Guatemala as well as internally displaced 
communities. Together, the different communities organized to respond to the 
social and economic problems facing their communities. They work in areas such 
as human rights, integral development, interreligious and intercultural dialogue.
Speciýcally ACG works in the following program areas: Education and Cultural 
Promotion, Women Self Sustainability, Sustainable Rural Development, and Com-
munication and Human Rights.  
  Next time I will share more in depth about the program areas and look forward to 
sharing about my day to day life here in Guatemala. Have a blessed New Year! I ask 
for your continued prayers for our family.

A teachers’ pep rally for the Dallas Public 
School system was recently featured on 
Oprah Winfrey. Twelve-year-old student 
Dalton Sherman asked the teachers “Do you 
believe in me?” If they believed in him, he 
told them, then he could “do anything.”

Jesus asks the same. In John 11:25- 26, 
Jesus says to Martha, “I am the resurrection 
and the life. Those who believe in me, even 

though they die, will live, and everyone who lives and believes in me will never 
die. Do you believe this?” Each day, the General and Racial/Ethnic Ministries of 
the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) answer Jesus’ question “Do you believe 
me?” through their witness to God’s good news.

Your support of the 2010 Easter Offering witnesses to the belief that we can do 
all things through Christ Jesus. Your Easter Offering which supports the General 
and Racial/Ethnic Ministries extends our church’s witness from your doorsteps to 
the ends of the earth. 

Your gift to the Easter Offering shares the message of resurrection through ... 
Missionaries touching lives around the globe... 

Ministerial relief and assistance ... 
Stewardship education ... 

Disciples Men and Women’s Ministries... 
A fully inclusive table where we learn from our brothers and sisters in Christ... 

Proclaiming our identity and history as a people of Christian unity...  
Our shared mission as a movement for wholeness in a fragmented world... 

Education for and learning from children and youth... 
Leadership development... Evangelism Training... 

Hands on mission work... 
Your gift says “I believe in the power of the resurrection!”

Easter Offering March 28, April 4

ACG staff 2009:  Top, L - R: 
Luis López, Justina Tzoc, Santos 
Par (Vicente’s husband), Ramon 
Silvestre, Alviana Montejo, 
Mateo Castillo, Juan Carlos 
López Chic. Bottom: Lucia 
Ramos Gómez, Francisca Ortiz, 
and Gloria Vicente, Global 
Ministries Missionary.

 DisciplesWorld, award-winning journal of news, opinion, and mission for the 
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), will close after almost eight years. 

Citing declining subscription and advertising revenue, and less income from 
charitable gifts, Publisher and Editor Verity A. Jones said the non-proýt entity that 
publishes the magazine —DisciplesWorld, Inc. — is also dissolving. 

DisciplesWorld was launched in 2002 by James Suggs and Robert Friedly, retired 
publisher and editor (respectively) of The Disciple. Jones was hired as editor and 
publisher in 2003. 

DisciplesWorld won numerous awards from the Associated Church Press, a trade 
association for religious publications. Following its ýrst year, DisciplesWorld 
received second place in the “Acorn Award” category for best new publication. 
In 2006, 2007, and 2008, it placed second in the “Best in Class” category for 
denominational magazines, and in 2008 it won the top award for editorial courage 
for the January/February 2008 issue on the ordination of gays and lesbians.

 The magazine’s subject matter included controversial issues such as war, gun 
control, and immigration. In November 2008, the editors devoted an entire issue to 
the survivors of the Jonestown mass suicide in Guyana, 30 years after the tragedy. 

 Faced with declining revenue from all sources, DisciplesWorld came close to 
shutting down in 2007 and again in 2008. In early 2009, the magazine received 
a major grant to formulate new strategies to adapt to the changing publishing 
landscape. DisciplesWorld had planned to re-launch its website in January 2010 
with expanded features. 

 Jones said, “We made a valiant effort. We chose to move forward rather than just hold 
the course through the recession. I am saddened that this publication is coming to an 
end, but I am proud of the magazine, its staff, readers, writers, and supporters.”

 By unanimous action of its board of directors, DisciplesWorld, Inc., is dissolving. 
The corporation will liquidate its assets to attempt to meet obligations to creditors. 
Donations received will be used to pay those obligations. 
  Jones noted, “We thank our current subscribers for their support, and we regret 
that at this time, we are not able to refund unfulýlled subscriptions. We invite you 
to consider making a ýnancial gift to DisciplesWorld in gratitude for this publica-
tion. Gifts will help us close with integrity.” 
  The website www.disciplesworld.com will remain live during the closing process. 
Visitors can read past news articles, and current subscribers can continue to access 
premium content including back issues and study guides. Updates will be on the 
website, and gifts in gratitude for the publication can be made.
  Editors are currently working on a plan to publish a ýnal issue. Digital versions 
of published articles and back issues of the magazine are available for purchase 
through Scribd.com. 
  In 2009, DisciplesWorld launched a second magazine in partnership with Inter-
national Disciples Women’s Ministries (IDWM). The closing of DisciplesWorld 
will not affect the publication of Just Women, which will continue to be published 
by IDWM. Subscribers can expect the Winter 2010 and future issues to be deliv-
ered on schedule. Adonna Bowman, executive director of the Ofýce of Disciples 
Women and secretary/treasurer of IDWM said, “We anticipate a smooth transition, 
and while we grieve the loss of DisciplesWorld, we embrace the opportunity for 
Disciples Women to publish their own resource.” 
  Jones also expressed her gratitude for DisciplesWorld Founders who are named 
on the magazine’s masthead, and for start-up supporters Joe and Nancy Stalcup and 
the J. Irwin Miller family. “These visionaries gave the church a great magazine,” 
she said. For more information, visit www.disciplesworld.com. 

DisciplesWorld Ceases Publication

The Power of Resurrection
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Haysville First Christian Church 
hosted a Court of Honor December 
12, at which Alexander William 
Marsh became an Eagle Scout. 
  In addition to a number of merit 
badges, Marsh completed a leadership 
and service project of building a ga-
zebo which will enhance the ministry 
efforts of his home church. In addi-
tion to Scouting, Marsh is active in 
the church youth program and serves 
as a deacon. His parents are Ken and 
Birgit Marsh.

Eagle Scout Honored

   The ýrst Open Arms Diner at 
Independence First Christian Church, 
Tuesday before Thanksgiving, 
drew 256 people. The Tuesday 
night meal is a community dining 
experience for all. Those who come 
are young families, the elderly, and 
those seeking fellowship. Most who 
attend are in need, but others also 
attend and donate in support of the 
community outreach. At the ýrst 
meal diners enjoyed roast pork, rice 
pilaf, vegetables, salad, rolls, and 
dessert, served on china with linen 
tablecloths and napkins, served at 
the tables by church and community 
volunteers. Attendance has grown 
steadily, to more than 500 in January.

Community Dining at Independence FCC
By Terry Hatýeld

The Independence congregation 
is also stepping out in ministry to 
homeless people in the community. 
Almost 2 years ago they began 
opening their library as a day shelter 
for homeless people and stocking the 
kitchen with food for their use. Last 
fall the church installed showers so 
that those using their building could 
have the dignity of maintaining 
personal hygiene. 

In December the congregation 
approved purchase of a nearby house 
to launch their Home Sweet Home 
ministry. Read more about it at 

www.independence1stchristian.org/
homesweethomehomelessministryllc/. 

A colorful, spirit-ýlled 
element was added to a 
traditional ecumenical 
Christmas Choirfest in Atwood 
when a trio of Nigerian 
Christians in traditional dress 
led the 200 people present in a 
Nigerian praise hymn.

The congregation joined with 
lively clapping accompanied by 
the talking drum and rattling 
gourds of Father Stephen 
Folorunso, Pastor Abraham 
Babatunde Olaniyan and Sola 
Abram Egbebunmi who taught 
the congregation to sing O SeO 
BaBa.

Father Stephen is the priest 
for three Roman Catholic 
parishes in Rawlins County. 
Pastor Abraham is on sabbatical from Christ Life Church in Ibadan, Oyo, Nigeria 
and Egbebunmi is an employee at the Atwood Good Samaritan Center; they have 
been involved with Atwood First Christian Church which hosted the community-
wide Christmas event. 

   Pastor Abraham Babatunde Olaniyan, Father 
Stephen Folorunso and Sola Abram Egbebunmi 
take part in the Christmas ChoirFest in Atwood

Atwood ChoirFest

Celebration Community Church in Hays auctioned over 150 items donated by 
local retailers and CCC members at its 6th Annual Community Mission Auction. 
Nearly $17,000 was raised and donated to 25 need-meeting organizations, minis-
tries and mission groups in Hays and throughout the world. Of this amount, $2500 
was given to Disciples district, regional church, and Special Day offerings for the 
myriad of Disciples ministries around the world.
  Senior Pastor Kyle Ermoian said that over 200 people attended the evening of 
catered food, local entertainment and celebrity auctioneers, Eagle Radio’s Scott 
Boomer & Mike Holiday and 98.5 “The Truth’s” Len Melvin & Brad Moritz. 
Church leaders thank everyone who donated products, services, time, talent and 
money to make this event a success. 

Hays Church Holds Auction for Mission

Pictured  (L – R) are Carmen Mendez, Kit Berry, Louisa Fernandez, Lorrie 
Beck, Vickey Clark, Mike Ziener, and Bill Nestelroad, members of the Education 
for Ministry group which meets at Woodridge Christian Church in Wichita. EfM 
is an educational program for lay people, to enrich their understanding of their 
faith. The four-year program includes study of the Old Testament, New Testament, 
church history and theology. EfM groups meet in many areas of Kansas. For 
more information call CCK’s EfM Coordinator Doug Gilstrap at 316-683-6093 or 
Woodridge group mentor Bill Nestelroad at 316-253-1246.  

EfM Group Meets at Woodridge Christian Church

Editor’s Note: No church newsletter?
Some congregations have shifted to email newsletters and others have 

discontinued newsletters entirely, to rely on worship announcements, bulletin 
boards, and word of mouth. If this is your congregation, we won’t know your news 
unless you send it to us! 

Send your news and photos to Messenger@kansasdisciples.org or mail to
1600 State Street, Augusta KS, 67010. 

Southeast District
Spring workshops

Parsons First Christian Church
April 10, 10am – 3pm

Kaye Edwards
Director of Family and Children’s 

Ministries
Disciples Home Missions

and
Brett Martin

First Christian Church, Topeka

Register by Wednesday, April 7: 
(620) 421-4790

South Central District Festival
April 18

Riverside Christian Church, Wichita

Carl Zerweck, Director
Ofýce of Disciples Volunteering

Mission booths sponsored by local 
congregations

    Register by Tuesday, April 13: 
(316) 775-1236 or

scd@kansasdisciples.org 

Several hundred people visited a re-creation of ancient Bethlehem at First 
Christian Church in Augusta. The walk-through event included many people, 
merchants, and service shops like those that would have been found in a Judean 

village 2000 years ago: Roman guards, 
blacksmiths, carpenter’s wood shop, 
leather shop, perfumery, bakery, candle 
maker, money changer, winemaker’s shop, 
basketmaker, and more. Church members 
dressed in costume, including a few real 
beards, to staff the various shops and booths. 
Most convincing of all was the continuously-
running drama of Joseph and Mary’s visit to 
the Bethlehem Inn.

After touring the village, guests were 
invited to the fellowship hall for a soup 
supper and visits with pastor Penny Goldberg. 

The church plans to continue this ministry, 
adding to the village in future years.

Augusta Church Sponsors “A Night In Bethlehem”

The potter’s house was a popular 
stop for Bethlehem visitors.

Register for 
Summer Camp
by April 15
See page 6
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Within and Beyond the Congregations

Happy Birthday!
to the saints who are 80, 90, 95, 100, and beyond!

Happy Anniversary!
to the saints who celebrate 50, 60, 65 and more years together!

                Bill and Jacque Thompson, Wichita Faith, 60 years

Here, There and Yon

Christmas decorations are put 
away and the exciting New Year has 
begun at Kansas Christian Home in 
Newton. Residents and staff enjoyed 
a wonderful end to 2009 thanks to 
all the churches and individuals who 
sent gifts or visited for Christmas. 
Each of our Care Center residents 
had presents under our beautifully 
decorated tree and spent the day 
experiencing the Christmas Spirit. 

We have lots of fun planned for 
2010, and you are invited to join us in 
these coming events. 

Our Spring Festival is Thursday, 
April 22nd at 6pm. It will feature 
The Griots, an African heritage 
storytelling group. 

Fall Fiesta will be Thursday, 
September 16th at 6pm. At this 

Notes from Kansas Christian Home

A KCH 
Care Center 
resident was 
especially 
delighted 
Christmas 
morning.

popular event, staff and volunteers 
will serve homemade Mexican 
food while residents and guests are 
entertained by a Mariachi band and 
our local Azteca Dancers.

In May KCH Auxiliary holds a 
Membership Tea for current and 
potential members. They always 
serve good food and have even better 
entertainment.

The 25th Annual Legacy of John 
Dinner will be at the Wichita Marriott 
on Saturday, July 17th. This year we 
celebrate the Silver Anniversary of 
the LOJ Dinner, and we have a few 
surprises up our sleeve.

Kansas Christian Home staff and 
residents extend their gratitude and 
invite everyone to visit. We want to 
show you what your support means. 

For more information on any event, 
or to schedule a visit, please call 
us at (316) 283-6600 or visit www.
kansaschristianhome.com.

South Central District:  
Hillside Christian Church,Wichita 

became a Millennial Member of 
the Disciples of Christ Historical 
Society. The membership was a 
congregational effort in honor of 
Mal and Fran Elliott who have 
served as church historians for many 
years. Recently compiled a book of 
the congregation’s history, Hillside 
Christian Church--The First 80 Years. 

Southeast District:
On December 5 Parsons FCC 

hosted an Open House with more 
than forty nativities displayed. A 
Christmas Concert, sing-a-long, 
refreshments, and a gift-wrap 
station were included in the event.

Fort Scott FCC has begun the New 
Beginnings church revitalization 
process, using the consultant 
service of Church Extension.

Central District: 
On Sunday, December 6, First 

Christian Church in Hutchinson 
commissioned Katrina Palan as 
their resident pastor; she has been 
serving as acting minister during 
the interim period. 

During the same service, 
Associate Regional Minister 
Ken Marston welcomed the 
congregation into the Central 
District. For a number of years 
Hutchinson FCC was part of 
the South Central District. New 
leaders in the congregation 
sought the change of district in 
order to be more connected to 
nearby congregations including 
neighboring Park Place CC in 
Hutchinson. 

The change of district was 
approved by the cabinets of both 
districts and by the regional board. 

Viola May, Caldwell			   95 years old
Mabel Fowler, Caldwell			  90
Georgia Smith, Caldwell		  90
Maxine England, Hutchinson FCC	 90
Mary Caywood, Hutchinson Park Place	 90
Esther Barkman, Hutchinson Park Place	90
Lawrence Durant, Wellington		  80
Don Patton, Caldwell			   80
Elouise Potter, Sedan			   80 
Bob Detwiler, Pratt			   80
Evelyn Frazer, Pratt			   80

    Even though the 2010 Regional Spiritual Retreat at the Heartland Spirituality 
Center in Great Bend is only days away, laity and clergy still have time to 
register. Because of continued generous support from the Kansas Bible Chair, the 
event cost is a low $135. 

Retreat begins at 1:30 pm on Wednesday, February 10 and concludes at 11 am on 
Saturday February 13.

 The retreat facilitator is Associate Regional Minister Ken Marston. Under the 
theme of Growing with God, participants will explore their spiritual orientation. 
Come discover your spiritual type, and sample spiritual practices to discover the 
ones that will help you grow in your relationship with God.

Register at www.cck@kansasdisciples.org or CCK Regional Ofýce 785-266-2914.

2010 Spiritual Retreat—Final Call

A Disciples pastor whose church has demonstrated 
outstanding stewardship has been called to serve in 
the General Ofýce as Minister of Faith and Giving. 
Bruce Barkhauer, senior minister of First Christian 
Church in Jeffersonville, IN since 1996, begins 
his new position February 1. The 400-member 
congregation  contributes about three quarters of a 
million dollars a year to church ministries. 

 “I am excited about Bruce’s call to lead the 
church in this important and vital ministry,” said 
Todd Adams, Associate General Minister and Vice 
President. I ýrst met Bruce at a stewardship training 

event where I was one of the leaders. As we engaged in conversation, I remember 
thinking, “He could be up here teaching this as well! I look forward to the many 
ways in which his ministry will bless and lead the wider church.”

  John Mobley, chair of the Center for Faith and Giving and regional minister of 
Alabama/Northwest Florida, said Barkhauer has been an effective pastor, has a 
background in business and communication, and has been active in community 
service. Rev. Barkhauer will lead the development of a ýve-year plan during his 
ýrst six months, said Mobley. 

  Mobley said the Church will beneýt from a ministry dedicated to helping 
Disciples understand stewardship as a life-response to the love and generosity of God. 

 R. Glen Miles, search committee chairperson, said Barkhauer is a tremendously 
gifted communicator. “Bruce is passionate about stewardship,” said Miles, senior 
minister of Country Club Christian Church in Kansas City.

ñThe ýrst thing I will do is a lot of listening,ò said Barkhauer. ñI will listen to the 
General Ministries, I will listen to the Regional Ministries, and I will listen to the 
congregational pastors. From that, my advisory committee and I will get a sense 
of the resources that are needed to help cultivate a culture of generosity across the 
life of the Church.

Bruce Barkhauer Called to
Ministry of Faith and Giving

   Delegates who attend the CCK 
Regional Assembly, October 21-23 
in Salina, are asked to bring an item 
signiýcant to their congregationð
art, photographs, carvings, wall 
hangings, and communion ware are 
possibilities. The Assembly Planning 
Committee envisions a worship 
center ýlled with items that represent 
our Disciples presence, history and 
ministry within Kansas. As the roll 
of congregations is called in opening 
worship, items will be placed at the 
worship center. They may be taken 

Historic Church Items to be Included in 
Regional Assembly
By Sue Gray

home at the close of Assembly.
   Pre-Assembly and Assembly 
activities are still taking shape, and 
are likely to include Thursday, Oct 21 
conversations with Robert Welsh of 
the Disciples’ Council on Christian 
Unity and with Newell Williams, 
Assembly keynoter and Past 
Moderator of the Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ). Workshops begin 
on Friday, with the All-Assembly 
banquet and Opening Worship on 
Friday evening. Business, workshops, 
worship and more will be Saturday.
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Regional Camp Ground Ministries

While snow is on the ground, Disciples Center at 
Tawakoni camp season preparation is well underway. Open 
air campýres with a group of campers sound pretty nice.  

An important part of our camping program is adequate stafýng to help safeguard 
the health and safety of our youth, and a nurse is an important part of the safety 
network. Registered nurses are needed to serve during summer camps. Are you 
willing to serve? Do you know an RN who is available? 

In past summers Brenda Davis, RN has prepared and stocked the clinic and 
coordinated nursing staff, and many weeks she has been the camp nurse. Becky 
Stauffer has also served as camp nurse for a number of camp sessions.

Additional nurses are needed during the camping season, for full camp 
sessions and for any portion. We encourage all RNs to consider this ministry. 
Training and procedure documentation are provided. Please contact Brenda or 
Becky to volunteer or to get more information: Becky Stauffer, 785-273-4455, 
kymoore560@aol.com, or Brenda Davis, 316-650-4056, thisnthat_1@sbcglobal.net. 

CALLING ALL NURSES….
by Becky Stauffer, Parish Nurse

2010 Camp Schedule 
Register by April 15 and save $20 on most camps! 
Fee includes lodging, meals, program, group photo,
water bottle and theme T-Shirt, 

Event/Grade completed:                      Date/Time:                                      Fee:          After April 15:     
CYF Conf. Alpha – Grade  9-12         June 7-12     1:00 pm-10 am           $250        $270 
CYF Conf. Omega - Grade 9-12         July 19-24    1:00 pm-10 am           $250        $270 
Pre-High  –   Grade 8th Only              July 12-17    1:00 pm-10 am           $250        $270 
Chi Rho 1 – Grade 6th-7th                  June 14-19   1:00 pm-10 am           $250        $270 
Chi Rho 2 – Grade 6th-7th                  July 12-17    1:00 pm-10 am           $250        $270 
Junior 1 – Grade 4th–5th                     June 1-5       1:00 pm-10 am           $230        $250
Junior 2 – Grade 4th–5th                     July 6-10      1:00 pm-10 am           $230        $250 
Primary 1– Grade 2nd–3rd	              June 3-5        1:00 pm-10 am           $170        $190 
 Primary 2– Grade 2nd–3rd                 June 28-30    1:00 pm-10 am          $170        $190  
Pre-Pri -      Grade  K-1                       July 17         10:00 am-7:00 pm      $  50        $  70 

Specialty Camps – Early Bird discount does not apply for the following camps. 

Wilderness Trail Camp - Grades 8-12           June 13-19   Colorado          $ 200    Min enrollment: 6 
KCYF Mission Week - Grades 8-12             June 20-26    Iowa                $ 200 
Camp Friendship - Grades 10-College         July 21-24     Augusta           $  60 
Grand Camp 1 - All Ages                             June 17-19    Augusta            $ 100/ Adult    $ 25/ Child 
Grand Camp 2 - All Ages                             June 28-30    Augusta              (above fees) 
X-treme Challenge - Grades 11-College      July 9-11       Augusta           $ 160 

All Camps above are scheduled at the Disciples Center at Tawakoni, near Augusta. 
* Note that some weeks have more than one event running concurrently. Detailed information is available 
   in your church ofýce, or,check the regionôs website www.kansasdisciples.org. 

 Be A Hero… 
                 Living like Jesus! 
    Stories include: 
           ·Welcoming Others—John 6:1-15 
           ·Being a Friend—I Sam. 20:1-42 
           ·Accepting Others—Acts 10:24-35, 44-48 
           ·Giving—Luke 21:1-3 
           ·Rejoicing—Exodus 15:19-21 
           ·Sharing Good News—2 Tim. 1:3-7 

Young adults age 18-30 (more or less) gathered at Disciples Center at Tawakoni 
on the coldest weekend of winter so far. Though the extreme cold dropped their 
numbers by more than half, those who were able to attend enjoyed the leadership 
of Travis McKee, a late substitution for the original keynote leader. Frozen 
conditions made it possible to enjoy less common camp recreation, such as “ice 
canoeing,” shown above.  Or maybe they were just clowning for the camera?

Post-High Retreat

           Work Days

Disciples Center at Tawakoni
March 11-13, 2010
April 8-10, 2010

Chi-Rho Spring Retreat 
Reÿection 

   
2 Corinthians 3:18

February 19-21, 2010
Disciples Center at Tawakoni

Keynote Speakers: Justin & Kelli 
Frazier, CE/Youth, Great Bend FCC

Wilderness Camp
June 13-19, 2010
Director Greg Guy

Belmont Boulevard CC, Salina
Registration Due by March 1, 2010

Who- High School Youth (8th – 12th grade)
Where – Colorado Rockies

What –Worship around the camp þre, backpacking, high
 

mountain lake, þshing ð

And for the super adventurous
Climb a 14,000 ft peak!!!!

Save The Date
New Minister Orientation

April 6, 2010
Disciples Center at Tawakoni
Ministers new to Kansas will

 

receive details by mail.

ClergyWomen Retreat
February 5 - 6 

6:00pm Friday to 
3:00pm Saturday

To Register, email Linda Kemp
 

lk331@aol.com

KCYF Spring Retreat

March 5-7, 2010
Disciples Center at Tawakoni

Registration Deadline : Feb. 20
Featuring: Amp Gopp, Executive

 

Director of Week of Compassion                                                                                              
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Regional Mission and Ministry

Just as we are catching our breath 
from the hectic schedules of Advent and 
Christmastide, suddenly here comes Lent 
and Easter! If thinking about that makes 
you tired, we have an idea for you: get 
away from it all for a few days at the 
Disciples Center at Tawakoni!

Relax, Refresh, and Renew as clergy from 
across the Region spend 48 hours at our 
campground with only one responsibility:  
to take care of their spirits. You may 
choose to engage in conversation with 
our guest theologians—Bryan and Laurie 
Feille—about their lives as a clergy couple 
or their ministries with Brite Divinity 
School and Azle, Texas, Christian Church, 
respectively; play a round of golf or some 
facsimile thereof on Wednesday afternoon; read a novel; try your hand at the 
Challenge Course; or none of the above! Though there will be more structure than 
at last year’s clergy retreat (a schedule is in the works), the whole point of this 
retreat is renewal.

“Relax, Refresh, and Renew--Two” is April 6-8. Cost for two nights, including 
lodging and four meals, is $55.00. Or choose the program and meals for only $35.00. 
But please come! Register at www.kansasdisciples.org or by mail at 2914 SW 
MacVicar, Topeka, 66611.  See you there!

“Relax, Refresh, Renew -- Two”

10.   The chance to attend the biggest slumber party EVER. We’re taking over the  
        hotel, so it will be one big party every night, only no one’s underwear gets put 
         in the freezer. 
 
 9.  The music...it’s always great. Without a doubt we’ll sing old songs and learn 
       lots of new ones. 
 
 8.  This is a great excuse to buy new underwear. There is a story told about a 
       woman who brings her oldest, rattiest underwear and at the end of each day, 
       throws it away. This leaves room in her suitcase for anything she might buy, 
       which takes us to reason... 
 
7.   Shopping! Our hotel is near shopping facilities, and there are always fabulous 
      things to buy in the exhibit hall. Get your Christmas shopping done early! 
 
 6. Fellowship! Where else can you hang out with so many women who share 
     so many of your core values? These women all know about communion every 
     Sunday, baptism by immersion, and the joys and struggles of being a woman 
     leader in church. All of that fellowship naturally leads to... 
 
 5.  Hugs! The ones with old friends you see and with new friends you make ... 
      plus the emotional/spiritual ones you feel while hearing the stories shared and 
      feeling connected with other Christian women. There’s no such thing as too 
      many hugs. 
 
 4.  What a great excuse to miss your 
       husband’s family reunion. 
 
 3.  Terriýc speakers and great  
      workshops. Learn new things that will 
      help you be a better Christian, better 
      woman, better everything. 
 
 2.  Someone else will make the bed every day and cook all the meals!   
 
 1.  And the number 1 reason for attending Quadrennial Assembly 2010...
      women need to nurture themselves so that they can better nurture others. Too 
      often we shift ourselves to the bottom of our “to do” list. Because of family 
      needs or our jobs or whatever, we don’t justify the time and money to attend 
      Quadrennial. Actually, the opposite is true--attending this event will allow 
      you to be a better mother, sister, daughter, worker, leader, Sunday School 
      teacher, youth sponsor, cabinet member, committee chair, or whatever other 
      job is on your “to do” list. Take time to refresh, renew, and feed your 
      spirit. Your family and others around you will be glad you did. 

          REGISTER BY MARCH 31 TO SAVE MONEY! 
       COME JOIN US FOR A GREAT ASSEMBLY!

Top Ten Reasons to Attend 
Quadrennial Assembly 2010

The 2010 Kansas Disciples Women 
Spirit Fests are set for April 10 at 
First Christian Church in Manhattan, 
April 17 at the Disciples Center at 
Tawakoni, and April 24 at Pratt First 
Christian Church. Registration form is 
at www.kansasdisciples.org. 

Featured speaker is Vicky Luttrell, 
Human Trafýcking Task Force Project 
Organizer for Kansas Attorney 
General Steve Six. Luttrell will share 
information about human trafýcking 
in Kansas and what women can do to 
help eliminate the problem and assist 
victims in recovery from a life of 
slavery. She will make presentations 
at the opening worship, in a workshop 
and closing remarks at the day’s end.

Each Spirit Fest will begin with 
registration at 9 a.m. and end with 
communion at 3 p.m. Morning snacks 

2010 Spirit Fests Announced

will be available upon arrival, and the 
host church will provide lunch. 

Workshop options will include 
Human Trafýcking, the study using 
our Just Women magazine, Bible 
study/Prayer and a presentation 
about Israel/Palestine from the 2009 
Woman to Woman Journey. Israel/
Palestine is the mission focus for 
2010-2011. Each workshop will be 
offered twice each day.

Registration fee of $15 includes all 
meals and materials. Paid registrations 
are due two weeks prior to the event. 
Send form and payment to Christian 
Church in Kansas, 2914 SW MacVicar, 
Topeka KS 66611 or register at www.
kansasdisciples.org. 

For more information contact Linda 
Kemp at lk331@aol.com or Barb 
Runge at runge2@southwind.net. 

The “MERRY MENDERS” sewing group are Kansas Christian Home volunteers 
who sew gowns, clothing protectors and special clothing for residents. Often-used 
items are size 3 sew on snaps; fabric; gently used sheets full size and larger; gently 
used bath towels; cone thread for sergers; and buttonhole thread in white and 
cream colors. 

Whether or not you will attend Quadrennial, planners still want to receive your 
sunrise photographs. E-mail digital photos to adixson@dhm.disciples.org or mail 
to QA ofýce, Wake Up Sunshine, P.O. Box 1986, Indianapolis IN 46206.

QA planners encourage everyone to see the ýlm Playground, co-produced by 
George Clooney. The ýlm deals with sexual exploitation of children, a mission 
concern for Christians.

KDW News Bits
       Items of Wider Interest From KDW News Bytes

Human Trafýcking: Breaking the chains of modern day slavery

Remember in Your Will:
Christian Church in Kansas
Disciples Center at Tawakoni

In Memoriam 

Retired minister Joe M. Wilson of Hot Springs, Arkansas, 93, died November 
14. He had been pastor in Clearwater and at congregations in Texas, Oklahoma 
and Arkansas. He was a World War II Navy veteran, private pilot, a Master 
Gardener and a bass singer in various musical groups.

Dale C. Dodge, 83, died December 6 at Kansas Christian Home in Newton. He 
was a retired teacher and school counselor and for many years, song leader at 
KCH Chapel. His wife Evelyn Dodge is a retired Disciples minister; she resides 
at Kansas Christian Home.

Guillermo and Sandra Reyes suffered the death of their near-term son in utero 
on Jan. 12. A memorial service was held on January 15 at Iglesia Discipulos de 
Cristo where Guillermo is pastor.

 
Del Marston, 80, father of Associate Regional Minister Ken Marston, died 
January 18 after a lengthy illness. Services were held January 23 at First 
Christian Church in Tulsa.

Efýe Volbrecht, 84, mother of Douglass interim minister Kathy Bryant, died 
December 28. Services were held in Wellington and in New York state. 

Kay McKay, 92, widow of former Leavenworth FCC pastor Don McKay, 
died January 17. She had lived at Foxwood Springs Living Center in Raymore, 
Missouri for 20 years and was an active volunteer at the Center. 




