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Coming Events:

Kansan Participates in 
Woman-to-Woman Trip
   Writer Ann Foster is an elder at 
First Christian Church in Manhattan. 
She is active in her congregation’s 
women’s group and in social justice 
ministries. 

I can hardly 
believe I’m going 
to Turkey! Land of 
the seven churches 
of Revelation—Asia 
Minor—Middle 
East—Holy Land—
Istanbul, aka Constantinople. 

The Disciples Woman-to-Woman 
Project sponsors annual trips to 
meet women from other countries 
to discover needs we can help with 
and those we are already working on. 
The pre-trip service project is liquid 
infant vitamins. We will bring them 
as they are hard to ýnd and expensive 
in Turkey. 

We are reading about Turkish 
history, Islam, and current politics to 
be more up-to-date. In addition to the 
suggested books I am reading Turkish 
novels to get a feel for the country. 

Our reading list included an 
excellent book on Islam, Visible Islam 
in Turkey by Kenneth Frank and 
Adil Ozdemir. This book describes 
the history of Islam and its many 
variations, discusses the ýve pillars 
of Islam and the various reforms, 
the major one being in 1923 when 
Ataturk (Mustafa Kemal) declared the 
country secular, as it is today. Islam 
is the major religion but not the state 
religion; like the United States, there 
is no state religion.

Biblical Sites in Turkey by former 
missionary Anna Edmonds is also 
a very good book. I will take her 
information on Ephesus with me 
when we visit there. I am still reading 
Turkey Decoded by Ann Dismorr, 
Swedish ambassador to Turkey in 
2001. She discusses political parties, 
women’s rights, the Kurdish question 
and Turkey’s ongoing application to 
the European Union.  

When I say “we,” l mean the 18 
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Art For Auction At Gala

This rustic cross wall hanging is 
one of many art items featured at 
the Gala and Auction, November 13, 
at Disciples Center at Tawakoni. It 
was handcrafted by George Kemp of 
Topeka, using recycled leather and 
other materials. When this 2-foot tall 
cross graces your home or ofýce, you 
are making a green statement twice—
in your support for the ongoing 
development of the campground 
facilities, and in choosing recycled 
material for art.

Auction items include professional 
art photographs of Kansas subjects: 
Buffalo in Snow, Sunþower, and  
Hedgeball. The auction includes two 
quilts, jewelry, and KU and K-State 
memorabilia. There are items for 
gardeners and toddlers, for cooks 
and sports fans and travelers. In 
addition to the trip to Florida that was 
highlighted in the May issue of the 
Kansas Messenger, a Sweetheart’s 
Package includes an elegant dinner 
and a night at the Capitol Plaza in 
Topeka, plus goodies. 

The Gala opens at 11 a.m. with 
appetizers and silent auctions at the 
Leadership Lodge, then continues 
with a gourmet dinner and desserts 
in the Dining Hall at 12:30 p.m, 
followed by the live auction.

At press time tables and individual 
reservations were going fast. Register 
online at www.kansasdisciples.org, 
download and mail the form, or call 
your church ofýce. 

Errors happen!  
Contribution Envelopes Are Enclosed
We said the envelopes would be in the August issue; the printer 
overlooked it. They’re in this time! Your generous contributions help 
inspire and inform you about the good news of Christian ministries in 
the Kansas regional church and beyond. We appreciate your gifts.

Your Christmas Offering 
Makes a Difference
Richard L. Spleth, Regional Minister
Christian Church in Indiana

I began going to church camp 
when I was 11 years old and I have 
hardly missed a summer since then. 
It has been a life-shaping event for 
me. There is no doubt in my mind 
that I am a member of the church, 
a minister of the church, and give 
leadership in the church today 
because of church camp.

At church camp I discovered true 
Christian community and made 
friends that have lasted a lifetime. I 
discovered the disciplines of prayer 
and meditation and beginning the day 
in conversation with God. I learned 
the hymns, and songs and stories 
of faith. I learned how to search the 
scriptures for insight into God’s word 
and direction. I was challenged to 
think about the mandate of the Gospel 
to spread God’s good news in the 
world and seek to make the world a 
place of justice and peace for all.

One week of church camp, 
calculated by contact hours, is the 
same as 18 months in Sunday School! 
No wonder it so powerfully impacts 
the lives of those who participate.

The camping program of our church 
is not just for children and youth. It 
is the gathering place where those 
who have experienced a life in Christ 
have the opportunity to pass along 
their faith to new generations. All 
our camps need persons with joyous 
hearts to commit themselves to 
sharing time with youth of all ages.

Your gifts to the Christmas Offering 
enable this vital ministry! 

God so loved that God gave. Out of 
your love will you give? Please help 
support the development of faith, 
the creation of community, and the 
strengthening of your Kansas regional 
church by giving to the Christmas 
Offering this year. 

Our generous God is reaching new 
persons with the good news of Jesus 
Christ through new churches being 
formed and nurtured within Regions 
of the Christian Church (Disciples of 
Christ).

God is at work through those who 
direct and counsel at our regional 
church camps, giving themselves to 
provide a quality Christian education 
experience for children and youth.

God draws near through Regional 
Ministers as they walk with 
congregations through conþict and 
change toward transformation.

God so loved that God gave. Out of 
your love will you give? Help support 
the development of faith, the creation 
of community, and the strengthening 
of the congregations in your region by 
giving to the Christmas Offering this 
year.

If You Enjoyed 
Regional Assembly...
General Assembly takes it many steps 
further! Instead of 300 Disciples, 
imagine several thousand gathered 
in Nashville, Tennessee to sing and 
worship together, to learn and to 
engage in mission. You can be part of 
it! Registration is open now, and the 
best discounts are available now. For 
more information contact your church 
ofýce or go to www.disciples.org/ga 
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Peace Offerings  
                            Paxton Jones, Regional Minister

of giving dollars to fund the work of 
the church, there is the fundamental, 
counter-cultural claim that God has 
designed the world so that there is 
enough. Despite the fact that the 
world around us says ‘There isn’t 
enough’, the Bible says, ‘There is 
an abundance.’ There is more than 
enough for everyone to have what 
they need, and in fact, many of us 
have well beyond what we could 
declare as enough.”

We are hungry, he says, to learn 
about living abundantly through 
the biblical practice of stewardship. 
He urges us to “start from an 
understanding of abundance, set forth 
in Genesis. God has given everything 
that is necessary to all living 
creatures (Gn. 1:29-30; Ps. 104:27-28). 
é The ýrst human was to ótill the 
ground’ of the garden, a caretaking/
management responsibility … (Gn. 
2:15; Ps. 8:6-8). Then we recognize 
that the ýrst community called by 
God was required to bring a tithe 
(10%) … every year to the temple 
(Dt. 26:1-11). The offering was made 
with a proclamation about the saving 
acts/provision/deliverance of God. 
Making the gift retold the story of 
[our] salvation … the Divine One 
asks to be tested in this idea that tithe 
and blessing are connected (Ml. 3:10). 

“The New Testament provides 
plenty of examples of generosity and 
the call to care for the ‘other’ by our 
offerings and the understanding that 
our faith should produce tangible 
actions (Lk. 10:25-37; Jm. 2:14-26). 
Generosity is further understood to be 
a primary mark of transformation that 

is generated by the presence of the 
Holy Spirit (Acts 2:43-47). To be too 
concerned about money is risk one’s 
very soul! (Mt. 6:19-21).   

“We can also consider the practice 
of Sabbath-keeping an act of steward-
ship by remembering to rest the 
body and the land (Lv. 25:1-7). We 
are stewards of the Gospel (1 Cr. 4:1) 
and stewards of our own bodies (1 
Cr. 6:19-20). Stewardship has many 
meanings – all of them rich and all 
of them pointing toward spiritual 
maturity.” 

Barkhauer concludes, “As leaders, 
we need to ask ourselves ‘What have 
we been teaching?’” And I add, 
“What is our congregation teaching 
by the way it tithes or doesn’t tithe to 
the Disciples Mission Fund?” 

Grace and peace,
Paxton

Sunday as I wrote checks for the 
offering and building fund, Rachel 
whispered, “Grandpa, why are 
you giving God so much money?” 
Uncomfortable with whispering in 
worship, I offered a lame “Because 
God deserves it”. You’d think a 
minister would do better than that.

Too often we deal with stewardship 
inadequately and in whispers, 
yet it seems to be on everyone’s 
minds—and if not stewardship, what 
we wrongly label as stewardship: 
fundraising.  

Two topical emails arrived today. 
In one, Disciples Home Missions 
President Ron Degges points out that 
it is not money but the love of it that 
is the root of all evil (1Tim 6:10), then 
quotes George Bernard Shaw as he 
countered “The lack of money is the 
root of all evil.” 

In the other, Bruce Barkhauer of our 
Center for Faith and Giving describes 
the mistake too many of us make 
when we think about stewardship in 
the church. (Speaking Generously, 
Volume 1, Issue 1, October 2010)

“For too long we have depended on 
best practices that enable people who 
already understand the mission to 
… deepen their commitments. Best 
practices are the work of fundraising. 
… Best practices can aid the work of 
stewardship, but they will never be 
a substitute for its transformational 
power and formational values… 
stewardship [is] a spiritual discipline.”

Barkhauer continues: “As a people 
of the Book, we can return to 
teaching the claims scripture makes 
about this practice. Beyond the issue 

Your Week of Compassion 
Dollars at Work
Oklahoma Church Heavily 
Damaged By Lightning Fire  

Fire departments from eight 
communities including Hunter 
responded Sunday evening, October 
10, when lightning struck the roof 
of the Hunter Christian Church. 
The resulting ýre caused substantial 
damage to the church building. 

Week of Compassion is working 
with the Oklahoma regional ofýce 
to offer the assistance of the wider 
church.

Attention Churches: 
Please Change Our Address
The Kansas Messenger, the 
South Central District Ofýce 
and Associate Regional Minister 
Renee Bridwell all receive mail at: 
8492 SW Tawakoni Rd.
Augusta, KS 67010
    If you are sending mail to the 
State Street address in Augusta, 
the post ofýce will not forward 
it and we may miss your news! 
Please update your mailing labels 
so we can receive your mail!



3 Kansas Messenger
 November 2010

The Church Beyond Our Borders
~~  from our Global Mission Partner  ~~

 Nurturing Your Spirit
                                                                        by Jean Vaughn

by Gloria Vicente
Thank you for inquiring about our life 

in Guatemala with ACG and our future 
plans. Santos and I are very grateful to 
all who continue to be supportive of our 
ministry here in Guatemala and ACG. In 
this important ministry in Guatemala we 
work with indigenous communities who 
continue to work towards a more peaceful 
and just life. Our life does not compare to 
the life that many other Guatemalans face 
daily. Economic disparity, political turmoil, corruption and social unrest affect 
everyone. Then to hear of all the immigration and ýnancial unrest in the US 
leaves little space for sanity.  

 My amazing husband Santos has a calm personality and helps keep me sane. It 
is so easy to be overwhelmed with all the news of violent episodes of the drug 
system and how we are all affected by it in the country. News of beheaded corpses 
and random heads found in public spaces, bus drivers killed and hurting and 
sometimes killing passengers always makes one nervous. It is one thing to be 
single and work here, but another entirely to be a woman with a family.  

 We are expecting a fourth member of our family and all three of us are very 
excited. Our son Nicolas is also informed since every time we ask him where the 
baby is he always points to my belly and also tends to refer to my belly as Nena 
(baby girl).  So, we will wait and see!!!

 Our family has been offered a one year renewal which will be effective January 
2011. The offer also mentioned the possibility of a longer term depending on fund 
allocation in the future. There is need everywhere in the country so to think of a 
longer term here continues to be part of our wish. We just don’t know where in the 
country we could end up after the ýrst year is over. Gloria, Santos, Nico!

  
Gloria Par Vicente 
Accion Cultural Guatemalteca, ACG 
Apartado Postal No. 24 
Santa Cruz del Quiche 
Departamento de El Quiche 
14001 Guatemala  
Tel: 011-4089-5776

It Comes in Threes

Matthew 18 in Practice: 
A True Story
Is the Matthew 18 scripture on 

church discipline still viable today? 
This is a true story of its current 
application in one of our Kansas 
Disciples of Christ congregations in 
2010. Names have been changed.

John was a new member of 
Sunþower Christian Church. He 
was unemployed and had a history 
of living on the edge of the law. He 
hoped to ýnd new direction for his 
life in the church, which provided 
considerable ýnancial and personal 
support. But his impulsiveness and 
desire for immediate gratiýcation got 
the best of him. One snowy evening 
he broke in and stole $300 from the 
church ofýce.

It didn’t take long to know that John 
had taken the money. The pastor 
offered to let him make regular, 
reasonable payments to return the 
money. John signed a confession, with 
an agreement to pay back the money 
and to do service at the church in lieu 
of prosecution. 

But John showed no remorse and 
made no restitution payments. 
He didn’t believe that these “nice 
people” would follow through, as the 
confession agreement stated: “That 
if payments are not made this matter 
will be turned over to the police.” 

After two verbal warnings with no 
response, the pastor took the signed 
confession to the police department. 

John was arrested for burglary. 
John was incensed, angry, 

bewildered! How could his church do 
this to him? Two lay leaders visited 
him in jail. He was enraged that his 
“two-faced pastor” could be so kind 
and gentle, then “turn on him.”

One lay leader visited him regularly 
in the county jail as he awaited trial 
on the burglary charge and on other 
charges which had been pending. He 
was unrepentant, even arrogant.

In the meantime, the elders of the 
church debated what to do about 
John’s church membership in light 
of his actions and unrepentant heart. 
His membership was removed.

After much counsel, prayer and 
Bible study for several months, John 
began to see that he was responsible 
for his own behavior. He repented of 
his sin against God and the church 
and made a written apology to the 
church and pastor, asking to be 
restored to its fellowship once he is 
out of prison. 

John is now serving a two year 
sentence in prison. On October 17 
Sunþower Christian Church had a 
short Forgiveness Service for John 
in worship. His membership will be 
reinstated at the next elderôs meeting. 
- Written by the Pastor of Sunþower 
Christian Church

 

God also said to Moses, “Thus you shall say to the Israelites, ‘The Lord, the 
God of your ancestors, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of 
Jacob, has sent me to you’: This is my name forever, and this is my title for all 
generations.” Exodus 3:15 NRSV

In most Bibles, LORD in capital letters stands for the divine name of God, 
Yahweh, which means “I AM.” The Israelites usually used LORD because to 
use God’s real name was too intimate and they did not want to invoke God’s 
wrath. People of the Jewish faith still do not speak the name Yahweh and in 
writing they use G-d. There is great reverence for the name of the Lord.

The ýrst time we hear about God having a name is in Genesis 4:2-6b: 
“At that time people began to invoke the name of the LORD.” Then again 
in Exodus 6:2-3: ñGod spoke to Moses and said to him, ñI am the LORD 
[Yahweh]. I appeared to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob as God Almighty [El 
Shaddai], but by my name, LORD [Yahweh], I did not make myself known to 
them.ò Moses surely was the ýrst person to know Godôs name and to reveal it 
to God’s people. 

“El’ in a name means God. Samu-el, for instance, means ‘asked of God’. And 
of course, we know that Immanu-el means ‘God with us’.

Prayer thought: Yahweh, thank you for loving us so much and for revealing 
yourself to us.

The education we choose reþects 
who we want to become. More 
and more, students who want to 
make a difference in the world are 
choosing Disciples higher educational 
institutions.

At the 21 theological institutions, 
universities, and colleges related to the 
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), 
students discover vast opportunities to 
educate the heart, mind, and soul.

Student and campus ministry 
programs provide more than worship 
and Bible study – they welcome 
students to the campus community, 
where they ýnd life-long friends. 
Students also create and join in 
opportunities that make them better 
leaders in the church, in the workplace, 
and in the community.

Courses go beyond textbooks and 
inspire students to think about how 
they can change the world.

Professors, instructors, and mentors 
focus on the student’s academic 
progress and ethical development.

Students ýnd life-changing 
opportunities to serve neighbors near 
campus, communities in other parts of 
the country, and across international 
borders.

For students answering God’s call 
to ministry, Disciples theological 
institutions challenge imaginations and 
sharpen the skills needed to lead and 
minister with congregations in the 21st 
Century.

Your support of Disciples higher 
educational institutions through the 
Thanksgiving Special Offering makes 
a difference in the lives of the more 
than 26,000 students who chose a 
Disciples education.

KCYF Spring Retreat
Disciples Center at Tawakoni

March 4-6

Starts Friday 7:00 PM
Ends Sunday 11:00 AM

Speaker Russ Boyd
will cover the core values of 
the Christian Church (DOC)

Full Registration $55.00
Register by February 20 at 
www.kansasdisciples.org

under Events & Youth

Chi Rho Retreat
Disciples Center at Tawakoni

February 18-20

Starts Friday 7:00 PM
Ends Sunday 11:00 AM

Registration $55.00
Register by February 4 at 
www.kansasdisciples.org

under Events & Youth

2011 Camp Schedule 
will be available online 

by November 15!




