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Coming Events:

Attention Churches: 
Help us save money! 
Please update your mailing 
list to reþect the South Central 
District ofýce address change. 
Our new address is:
8492 SW Tawakoni Rd. 
Augusta, KS 67010-8111

Haiti One Year Later
by Paxton Jones, Regional Minister

The ýrst anniversary of the 
devastating earthquake that struck 
Haiti in January 2010 has arrived and 
not much progress has been made 
toward rebuilding that which was 
destroyed. The television magazine 
60 Minutes produced a lengthy 
expose’ as to why recovery is taking 
so long—lack of governmental 
leadership and infrastructure ranking 
high on the list—and the continued 
devastation that the delay is visiting 
upon the people.  It is a sad story.

Global Ministries, however, can 
tell you what the late Paul Harvey 
called “the rest of the story”—or 
at least a positive part of it. The 
ministries of our Haitian partners, 
for instance, CONASPEH and House 
of Hope, were back in full operation 
within days of the ýrst tremors.  
CONASPEH’s mission actually has 
expanded as its leaders assumed new 
roles in the recovery efforts, caring 
for its pastors and congregations with 
a new intensity, and enlarging its 
vision of what can be. Meanwhile, 
House of Hope has taken its programs 
of educating and caring for children 
into the streets until new quarters can 
be secured. Their stories and others 
can be found in printed and video 
format at www.globalministries.org. 

What Does the Lord Require of 
… Me … Us? is the theme for 
the 37th annual Black Ministers 
Retreat, March 7-10 at North Heights 
Christian Church in Wichita. 
Ministers from across the United 
States will gather for daily prayer 
time and bible lectures with Rev. Dr. 
Claude Walker of Swope Parkway 
CC in Kansas City, 
interest forums, 
reþection time, and 
worship. 

 Evening worship 
services at 7 p.m. are 
open to the public, 
and Kansas Disciples 
are encouraged to 
attend. Preachers are 
as follows: Monday, 
Rev. Titus James, Sr., 
host, senior pastor 
of North Heights Christian Church; 
Tuesday, Rev. Dr. Mildred Butler, 
senior pastor of United Christian 
Church, Los Angeles; Wednesday, 
Bishop Richard Johnson, vice-bishop 
of the Goldsboro-Raleigh District 
Assembly, North Carolina; Thursday, 
Rev. Joseph Brown, senior pastor of 
Canaan Christian Church, Moncks 
Corner, South Carolina.

Week of Compassion 
Special Offering
Isaiah 58:6-12 & 2 Corinthians 9:6-15

Disasters create an opportunity 
for the Church. When earthquakes, 
hurricanes, and tsunamis interrupt 
our normal lives, we wonder why 
God allows disasters to happen. 
We ask “why didn’t God stop it?” 
Compassionate people ask, “What 
can we do to help?” 

Our faith compels us to ask 
questions even when we don’t have 
answers. In the Church we ýnd faith, 
hope and love that help us endure. We 
believe God created the world and 
called it good. We believe God is with 
us. We believe God knows our needs 
and hears our cries. 

The Church helps us love our 
neighbors more and love them better. 
Through the Week of Compassion 
Special Offering Christians respond 
to bodies that are hurt and hearts that 
are broken. The Week of Compassion 
Special Offering will be received in 
most churches on February 20 and 27.

 Rev. April Johnson, Minister of 
Reconciliation for the Christian 
Church (Disciples of Christ), will 
lead an anti-racism/pro-reconciliation 
interest forum for African-Americans 
within the Christian Church, on what 
it means to engage in an anti-racism 
movement, the theological principles 
of such a movement, ministry 

contexts, and more.
 Rev. Dr. Matt 

Harris will lead an 
interest forum on 
Compassion in Action, 
to assist churches in 
developing tools to 
reach the community 
for Christ: community 
demographics, readiness 
to respond, technical 
assistance, and more.
General church leaders 

normally attend this event. Possible 
guests include General Minister 
and President Sharon Watkins 
and Associate General Ministers 
Timothy James and Todd Adams. For 
information and registration forms 
visit www.discipleshomemissions.
org/pages/CV.BlackMinistries. 

Black Ministers Retreat Coming to Kansas

Spotlight on Speakers
The 2011 General Assembly will be 

held in Nashville, TN July 9-13.
One of the highlights will be 

emergent worship with Brian 
McLaren. McLaren is an author, 
speaker and pastor. He appears 
frequently on television, radio, news 
programs and print media outlets. 
Time Magazine identiýed him as one 
of the 25 most inþuential evangelists 
in America. Don’t miss out!

For more information go to 
http://www.disciples.org.

Journey In Prayer
Dating back to the second century 

of the Christian Era, followers 
of Christ have utilized prayer 
labyrinths as a tool for growing in 
their spiritual life. Many Christians 
are once again engaging in this 
ancient contemplative practice. In 
addition, many hospitals are using 
labyrinths as a tool to aid healing and 
recovery for their patients. We are 
fortunate to have a prayer labyrinth 
at the Disciples Center at Tawakoni. 
However, due to the season we will 
be using an indoor labyrinth in the 
Leadership Lodge for this event. 

Come discover this ancient prayer 
practice with us from noon to 3 PM 
February 12 at the Disciples Center at 
Tawakoni near Augusta. Cost of $15 
includes a light lunch. Kathy Bryant, 
a member of the Spirituality Priority 
Team, will facilitate. 

Registrations are due by February 7. 
To register visit www.kansasdisciples.
org/events.html



2    Kansas Messenger
   February 2011

Christian Church in Kansas 
Regional Ofýce
2914 SW MacVicar Ave.
Topeka, KS 66611-1787
Phone:      785-266-2914
Toll free:  800-737-8130
Fax:          785-266-0174
cck@kansasdisciples.org
Paxton Jones
Regional Minister & President
Revitalization Ministry Priority
Northeast District
pjones@kansasdisciples.org

Steve Martin
Associate Regional Minister
Camp Administrator
Southeast District 
smartin@kansasdisciples.org

Barb Runge
Disciples Women Coordinator
runge2@cox.net 
Susan White
Executive Secretary

Nancy Ferrell
Reception and Registrations

Kelli Wischmeier 
Bookkeeper

Satellite Ofýce 
Central & High Plains
5230 Broadway Avenue
Great Bend, KS  67530-3208
Phone: 620-792-6490
Fax:     620-792-1268
chp@kansasdisciples.org

Ken Marston
Associate Regional Minister
Spirituality Ministry Priority
Kansas Disciples Men
Central & High Plains Districts 
kmarston@kansasdisciples.org

Kathy Foster 
Administrative Assistant 
Ministry Records

Serving in Guatemala
Global Mission Partner
Gloria Vicente

Satellite Ofýce 
South Central 
8492 SW Tawakoni Rd.
Augusta, KS  67010-8111
Phone: 316-775-1236
Fax:     316-775-1455
scd@kansasdisciples.org 

Renee Bridwell
Associate Regional Minister
New Church Priority
Kansas Messenger Editor
South Central District 
rbridwell@kansasdisciples.org

Stephanie Nixon 
Administrative Assistant 
Kansas Messenger Copy Editor
Webmaster

Disciples Center at Tawakoni
Phone: 316-775-1222

MESSENGER READERS:

Make a difference! The 
Kansas Messenger is mailed 
FREE to every member of the 
Christian Church (Disciples 
of Christ) in Kansas. Printing, 
postage, equipment and staff 
time are supported by your 
donations. Will you help? Send 
your check for $15, $25, $50, 
$100 or any amount today to: 

     Christian Church in Kansas 
      2914 SW MacVicar Ave. 
      Topeka, KS 66611

Your entire gift will pay expenses 
for the Kansas Messenger. Out of 
state subscription is $12 annually.

(ISSN#0274-7480 USPS#290-740) is published quarterly by the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in Kansas, Inc., 2914 SW MacVicar, 
Topeka, KS 66611. Periodical postage paid at Topeka, KS and additional mailing offices. POSTMASTER: SEND ADDRESS CHANGES 
TO: THE KANSAS MESSENGER, 2914 SW MACVICAR, TOPEKA, KS 66611

The Kansas Messenger is prepared in the South Central Satellite Ofýce, Augusta, KS in close association with the Regional Church Ofýce, Topeka, KS.  

Peace Offerings  
                            Paxton Jones, Regional Minister

I’m concerned.  I’m concerned 
about, well, a lot of things.

As your Regional Minister, I’m 
concerned about the members in our 
congregations from a cacophony of 
religious backgrounds, who come to 
us with little or no knowledge of who 
we Disciples are and our core beliefs. 
I’m concerned that more is not being 
done to teach them. Is it because we 
have forgotten, or don’t know?

I’m concerned by the continued 
decline among Disciples in our 
support of Disciples Mission Fund, 
and the resulting impact in our region 
and across the whole church. Is it 
because we have forgotten, or don’t 
know, that stewardship is a spiritual 
discipline? We had another down 
year in Kansas, though by God’s 
grace it was offset by a record year 
in our Permanent Fund earnings that 
allowed us to repay our outstanding 
loan and maintain a balanced budget. 

I’m concerned as a citizen, that we 
have lost all semblance of the ability 
to engage in civil discourse—to 
exchange ideas and beliefs, political 
or religious, in a calm and reasonable 
manner even when we disagree with 
one another. I’m concerned that our 
children may never know a time 
when disagreement is not expressed 
in angry tones, racial slurs or, in 
the extreme, bloodshed such as that 
witnessed so recently in Arizona.

Following my article youôll ýnd a 
pastoral letter from Sharon Watkins, 
our General Minister and President, 
and on page 7 youôll ýnd a reþection 
from Kelly Gindlesberger, pastor of 
FCC-Kinsley and a student at PTS. 

Each addresses issues that should 
concern all of us. I pray you will read 
their words with an open heart, an 
open mind, and should you disagree, 
a willingness to engage in civil 
discourse.

Grace and peace,
Paxton

Godôs heart was the ýrst to break 
when one young man decided to pull 
the trigger and when his victims 
began to fall. Now a nation is in 
shock and grief. We are reminded 
again how þeeting is life and how 
enduring the patterns of human 
nature, both for good and for harm. 
A US Representative known for her 
openness, kindness, and care; a child 
at the very budding of her incredible 
promise; a deacon and pillar of 
his local congregation putting his 
own body between his wife and the 
shooter . . . In all 20 persons dead or 
wounded by one very broken young 
man. In times like these people of 
faith turn to God who made us, who 
loves us still, and we ask, “Why?”

It’s still too early to have a clear 
picture of why. Perhaps it has to do 
with the general tenor of political 
discourse where, as Jim Wallis said 
to me, ñWe ýnd it too easy to say óIôm 
right and you’re evil.’” Perhaps there 
was a particular bent reason in the 
mind of this young man that pushed 
him to this speciýc timing and target. 
Some will certainly argue that the 
fault lies with him alone. Others will 
look more to the societal context that 
may have given rise to this awful 
event. There is surely some truth to 
both perspectives.

In the meantime, as we wait for 
more information, as we struggle to 
understand, we pray: 

- prayers of praise to God who 
intends that life would be good and 

who walks closely with us when it is not; 
-prayers of confession of our own 

tendency to vilify our enemies and to 
fear those we do not understand; 

-prayers of petition for healing for 
those wounded in the attack, for the 
families and friends of those who 
have died, for the family of the man 
who shot them – and for him; 

-prayers for our leaders – spiritual 
and political – that they will have 
clear minds and pure hearts, 
leading the way in cleansing our 
national political dialogue of hatred, 
disrespect,  and personal attack. 

And we act – as Body of Christ 
and individually members of it 
– remembering that each time we rise 
from the Lord’s Table we have been 
reconstituted and recommissioned 
as Body of Christ for the world. As 
Body of Christ we attempt to hear one 
another in respect, and to work with 
one another to solve the problems 
that vex us – to be a movement for 
wholeness. As Body of Christ we 
seek to reveal the Reign of God at 
hand, working for justice, peace and 
care for all our neighbors. As Body of 
Christ we look upon each one of those 
neighbors, those with whom we agree 
and those with whom we disagree, 
and see on each face the image of 
God. In this heartbreaking time, let 
us act in keeping with that image also 
revealed in us. In God’s image, let 
us be a movement for wholeness and 
healing and hope. 

God’s Heart Was the First to Break . . .
by Sharon Watkins on 1/10/2011

Wrestling with God
Spiritual Retreat

Heartland Center for Spirituality
Great Bend, KS

March 23-26

Facilitator 
Rev. Connie Burkholder

Cost $135

For more information visit 
www.kansasdisciples.org
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 Nurturing Your Spirit
                                                             by Rev. Ken Marston

  Messenger Address Change  

Effective immediately, change the 
mailing address for the Kansas 
Messenger and the SCD ofýce to:
8492 SW Tawakoni Road
Augusta, KS  67010-8111
The post ofýce will not forward 
our mail since our former address 
is the same as the First Christian 
Church in Augusta, which freely 
housed our ofýce for ýve years.

“When he came to Nazareth, where he had been 
brought up, he went to the synagogue on the 
sabbath day, as was his custom…” Luke 4:16 NRSV

     “I don’t like being taken for granted!” Has anyone said this to you? Or have 
you said this yourself? These words often come out when a person doesn’t take 
time for the things that nurture a relationship.  

     It might be as simple as reserving time to be with your friend or spouse. It 
might mean intentional communication about what is happening in your life, 
sharing your hopes and dreams, your fears and concerns. It might mean not 
making assumptions about which of you will always take care of responsibilities. It 
might mean that you need to express gratitude and encouragement more often and 
more consistently. 

     It might also mean the need to say you are sorry, or that you need to forgive 
an old hurt that has allowed bitterness and anger to strain or sever a relationship. 
These actions nurture our relationships with others.

     The same is true of our relationship with God and of our spiritual growth.  We 
take God for granted by neglecting to spend time on our relationship with God 
through prayer, meditation on scripture, and regular communal worship. Jesus’ life 
shows us that making a habit of these things (see Luke 6:12) centers our lives. It 
ýlls us with power to live as God intended for us from the beginning of time.

     Try it! See what a difference these habits make in your life.

New VP of Stewardship 

Brandi Sullivan recently joined 
the PTS staff as Vice President of 
Stewardship. A native of Herington, 
Kansas, Sullivan is a Business 
Administration graduate of Kansas 
State with an emphasis in Marketing.  
She has over a decade of leadership 
and fundraising experience, with 
United Way, as Executive Director 
of a Symphony Orchestra and most 
recently as Executive Director of 
the Juvenile Diabetes Research 
Foundation in Tulsa.    

“We wanted someone with proven 
gifts in raising funds, supervising 
staff, and the willingness to be 
creative. We got these qualities in 
Brandi,” said PTS President, Gary 
Peluso-Verdend.

Sullivan will work closely with 
the President giving leadership 
to the seminary’s program of 
developing relations with individuals, 
congregations, foundations, and 
corporations that fund PTS.

“I am excited to be working with 
Gary, the stewardship staff, and 
all of the volunteers at PTS. It is 
a privilege to serve the church by 
helping PTS live out its mission and I 
am continually inspired by the entire 
PTS community,” said Sullivan.

More info at www.ptstulsa.edu. 

R3 Is Coming
by Paxton Jones, Regional Minister
   
   R3—the third “Relax, Refresh, 
Renew” retreat—is coming to the 
Disciples Center at Tawakoni on 
April 26-28. This annual event for 
Disciples clergy on the Tuesday-
Thursday following Holy Week and 
Easter is a time for pastors to follow 
Jesus’ instructions to get away from 
the busyness of their lives for a while 
and “Come with me by yourselves to a 
quiet place and get some rest” (Mark 
6:31, NIV).  

Clergy who attend have only one 
responsibility during this 48-hour 
retreat: to nurture their spirits. Some 
may do this by reading, or sleeping; 
by playing golf, board games, or 
attempting the Challenge Course; by 
hiking the trails, or taking in a movie.  
They may even want to engage in 
conversation with our guest theologian, 
Kris Tenny-Brittain, who is the NE 
Area Minister in the Mid-America 
Region. If her name is familiar, it may 
be because her workshop at last year’s 
regional assembly in Salina was one 
of the most popular ones offered. Or 
maybe you’ve read her book, Defusing 
Congregational Time-bombs.

Cost for this event—including two 
nights lodging and four meals—is $60 
per person; $40 if you stay overnight 
elsewhere. You can download the form 
online and send it with your check to 
the Christian Church in Kansas at 2914 
SW MacVicar, Topeka, KS 66611.

The Easter Special Day Offering will 
be received in most churches on April 
17 and 24. You can also give anytime 
online at www.disciplesmissionfund.
org. Go to the Special Day Offerings 
page and click on Easter Offering.

The shrinking of mainline 
denominations has given rise to 
self-destructive reactions. One is the 
tendency to water down the beliefs 
that make a denominational witness 
unique. Most Disciples have heard 
some well-meaning person say, “In 
our church it doesn’t matter what you 
believe as long as you are sincere.”

What we believe does matter. 
Disciples have a distinct set of beliefs 
and a historical inþuence that has 
seldom been appreciated and too 
often, not passed along to our children 
or our newer participants. 
Too often the void is ýlled 
with a one-size-ýts-all, 
unambiguous fundamentalist 
Christian belief set. This 
we must protest. We are not 
fundamentalists; never were.

So let us start exploring 
Disciple basic beliefs at the 
beginning. Commit these words to 
memory if you don’t already know 
them: “Christian unity is our polar 
star.” Our movement began with 
this statement on our lips. Barton 
Stone said it. We embraced it. In the 
early era of the American frontier, 
when Jesus’ followers were guilty of 
gross disunity, we raised a plea for 
Christian unity. It helped shaped us 
as Disciples and our relationships 
with other Christians. Nearly one 
hundred years later when we hosted 
our church’s 1910 national convention 
at Topeka, we launched the Council 
on Christian Unity to keep this polar 
star shining brightly. The faith climate 
in North America is healthier today 
because our plea is for unity among 
all believers. 

It is too easy to forget the meaning 
of unity. A disaffected church member 
asked recently how their congregation 
might leave the Disciples. Ordinarily 
we clergy deþect such subjects or 
persuade against this drastic move. 
Instead I asked about her hurt and 

listened to her fear. Then I answered 
her question honestly. Her separation 
mood evaporated. 

We mistake uniformity for unity; 
feeling that if we can’t see eye to 
eye on some issue then we must 
part company. We will always have 
diverse opinions. Shall we remain 
in relationship and united in a 
larger purpose? We are far more 
likely to maintain unity when we 
acknowledge and welcome our 
differences and continue together, 
united in the cause of Christ. 

At General Assembly time 
some church member will ýnd 
something disagreeable in a 
GA business item and suggest 
leaving the Disciples. But our 
unity as a church does not 
require agreement. Our unity 
is founded in our common 
belief that Jesus is Christ. Our 

Christian witness is discredited 
when unity fractures. When we 
disagree, yet for Christ’s sake remain 
friends, our witness gains credibility.

 Unity is God’s gift most 
profoundly expressed when we 
acknowledge that Christian faith 
is not about us but about God, 
in whom we have entrusted 
ourselves completely. Disciples 
are a movement for wholeness in a 
fragmented world; this is our call 
from God and our distinctive witness 
for this 21st century. 

2011 Spirit Fests 
Coming in April

Becoming a Woman of Strength is 
the theme for Disciples Women Spring 
Spirit Fests. Workshops include 
Strengthening Our Global Sisters by 
Ann Foster, on her recent Woman-to-
Woman trip to Turkey; Strengthening 
Your Faith through Bible study; 
Strengthening Your Prayer Life; and 
Strengthening through Service. Each 
workshop is presented twice.

Spirit Fests will be hosted by 
Newton FCC on April 2, Topeka West 
Side CC on April 9, and Pittsburg 
FCC on April 16. Each Spirit Fest 
opens with registration at 9 a.m. and 
closes at 3 p.m. The $15 cost covers 
lunch, snacks, and all materials, and 
is due in the regional church ofýce 
two weeks before each event. You can 
download and mail the form at www.
kansasdisciples.org under Programs, 
Disciples Women.

Disciple Distinctiveness—Why It Matters
by Pat Easton

Save the date!

TEAM2

Transforming 
Everyone Around 

Mission & Ministry

Aug 26-27

Keynoter 
Bruce Barkhauer,

Center for  
Faith and Giving

Indianapolis

More information 
in the May Kansas 

Messenger




